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Washington - Today, Congressman John W. Olver and Congressman Richard                E. Neal announced that the U.S. Department of Veterans' Affairs                has awarded the Holyoke Soldiers' Home a federal grant of $3.6 million.                Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi presented a check                to Olver, Neal and Paul Morin, Superintendent of the Soldiers' Home                in a ceremony today at VA headquarters in Washington. State Senator                Michael Knapik and State Representative Michael Kane also attended                the ceremony.

               "The current state budget crisis means that these federal funds                are especially welcome," Olver said. "The Holyoke Soldiers'                Home has been an essential resource for local veterans, and we've                got to make sure that the facility has adequate funding."

               "In February, I organized a meeting of the 23 member New England                Congressional Caucus and VA Secretary Principi to talk about the                future of veterans health care. At that time, Congressman Olver                and I stressed the importance of facilities such as the Holyoke                Soldiers' Home. Today's grant announcement clearly demonstrates                that the VA is listening to our concerns," said Congressman                Neal.

               The grant will reimburse the state for repairs and renovations that                have already been completed. The repairs include asbestos removal,                enhanced handicap capability, elevator modernization, a new climate                control system and other general systems improvements. The funding                will reimburse the State of Massachusetts for these expenses.
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